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òEmbracing Changeó 

            Our agency, Family Services of Grant County (FSGC), is made up of many interac-

tive component groups.   These include the Office of Head Start, Department of Health, 

Big Bend ECEAP and other Community Partners, Board of Directors, Policy Council, Family 

Planning and Head Start and Early Head Start staff (who play many and varied roles), cli-

ents and families.   One could consider it an organism capable of responding to stimuli, with 

living cells that reproduce, build up, repair, protect and pass on...   This year, we have ac-

complished an amazing amount of organizational change, and we would be remiss if we didnõt 

stop and reflect.   

 Early in 2010 we were busy building our Early Head Start Expansion project awarded 

with American Recovery and Reinvestment Act dollars.   This òstimulus packageó offered 

the agency over 1 million dollars to begin services to 36 additional Early Head Start fami-

lies and add onto our facility.   What an amazing and incredible opportunity!  The increase 

allowed for the hiring of an additional seven staff members.  They were oriented and 

trained for the provision of new services, classrooms were established and enrollment be-

gan in February 2010.    The opportunity to collaborate with Soap Lake schools concerning 

space for our teen parent project, to offer two new classes for toddlers and to serve more 

of our communities children and families are some of the fulfilling outcomes.    

 In May of 2010, we weathered a full Head Start Federal Review with a team of six 

auditors who arrived onsite and remained for one week.   This grueling experience comes 

once every three years.   The auditors are responsible for over 250 pages worth of instruc-

tions that tell them how to interview, observe, and review documents to assess FSGCõs com-

pliance with over 160 chapters of  program performance standards.  And what did they 

find?  Family Services of Grant County is doing a downright awesome job!  What an affir-

mation. 

  In August of this year, we lost our visionary leader for whom this facility is now 

named.  Denise Schmidt will be remembered for her drive to expand services for the com-

munityõs neediest.  Even when her body was failing, Denise did not waiver.  In passing on her 

mantle, she left us a strong message.  Go big, or go home - FSGC can do more than we ever 

hope or imagine.  So, even though we are ever changing and evolvingé 

 our commitment remains,  

and community service grows!  

Sally Gundry, Executive Director  
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 Facility Expansion coming in 2011 
 

The Agency received an expansion grant to add 36 birth 
to three children to its Early Head Start program in 2009.  Three 
classes and one home based caseload have been added.  This 
year we will add onto the Denise Schmidt center.  Our Architect is 
currently drawing the plans, and we are seeking financing for the 
remaining $300,000 of the funding needed.   

FSGC welcomes Vernell Whitney, our 

new Education and Disabilities 

Specialist!  

FSGCôs new organizational chart shows some of the many changes that occurred in 2010 .  Below are some of 

the new faces! 
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 School year  
2009 -2010  

 

Head Start  
 

153 slots  

Early  
Head Start  

92 slots  

ECEAP 
 

20 slots  

 Total # of children & 
families served:  

174 children  
164 families  

128 children includ-
ing 8 pregnant 

moms 
105 families  

25 children  
25 families  

 Percentage of eligible 
children served:  
Birth to age five  

16.4% of 2030 children  
living in poverty in Grant County.  

(2008 data from Washington Kids Count)  

 Average monthly  
Enrollment:  

100% 100% 100% 

 Children with  
special needs:  

35 14 2 

CURRENT PROGRAM LOCATIONS  
 
Head Start  pre -school  

Moses Lake-102 
Ephrata-17 
Soap Lake-17 
Grand Coulee-17 

 

ECEAP State funded pre -school  
Big Bend Community Collegeñ20 

 
Early Head Start Home Visiting  

Moses Lake-40 
Ephrata-20 

 
Early Head Start center based services  
Parents and Children Together (PACT) Classrooms: 
 Moses Lake PACT - 8 
 Soap Lake PACT - 8 
 

Moses Lake Toddler Class - 16 
 
Family Planning Clinical Services  

Main Office 1402 E. Craig , Moses Lake 
Mattawa Community Medical Clinic 
215 1st Street 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES SERVED 

Head Start pre -school 

uses the  

Creative Curriculum .  

Early Head Start Home  

Visitors are trained in   

Parents as Teachers.  
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Parent Involvement Activities  

 Washington State Potato Commission 

 

We received and exciting new invitation this year from 

the Washington State Potato Commission.  They wanted 

to put on a feast for Head Startôs families!  Chris Voigt, in 

his effort to re-establish the potatoôs reputation as a 

healthy part of a nutritious diet, was ending a 60 day diet 

of eating solely potatoes; and he wanted to celebrate! 

Of course, we were happy to oblige.  Although the roads 

were treacherous with snow and ice, 180 people turned 

out to celebrate Chrisôs first meal 

which included a healthy balance of 

meat protein, grain and dairy.  The 

beef commission provided roasts, the 

Dairy Council, milk, and Stemilt do-

nated the apples.  Besides a tasty 

meal of tortilla wrapped shredded 

beef and potatoes, salsa, apples and 

milk, we had  plenty of activity in 

each classroom to keep kids busy.  

We saw children having fun getting 

their faces painted, stamping with po-

tatos and paint, and decorating snow-

flake ornaments.   

¶ A ll Centers: monthly Parent Center Committee 

meetings, Parent Orientation,   

¶ Monthly -Policy Council meeting 

¶ Child Development and Curriculum  

¶ WSU Coop. Extension: Community Gardens  

¶ Dadõs Fishing Event 

¶ Fall and Winter Festivals  

¶ End of the Year Barbeques  

¶ Kindergarten Registration night  

¶ Hand washing training  

¶ Transporation Safety  

¶ Pedistrian safety  

¶ Literacy nights  

¶ Cavity Free Kids  

¶ Nutrition training  

¶ Budgeting training  

¶ Health Fairs  

¶ Health Advisory Meetings  

¶ Menu Planning 

¶ Personnel Committee Meetings  

¶ FUN Fridays  

¶ Ongoing family activities/events  
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Stephanie Bates, Parent Involvement Specialist and newly 

involved parent, Corina Caballero, traveled to the fall 2010 

Washington State Association meeting in Chelan. 

 

President 

Moses Lake Head Start 

Candy Davis 

 

Vice President 

Grand Coulee Head 

Start 

Heather Downs,  

 

Secretary 

Ephrata Head Start 

Lia Granlund 

Moses Lake Head Start 

Katie Bashaw 

 

Treasurer 

Soap Lake Head Start 

Krystal Hanson,  

Moses Lake Head Start 

Bernice Torres 

 

ECEAP Rep 

Kaela Schacht-

schneider 

 

Ephrata  EHS 

Eve Alvarado 

 

Moses Lake EHS 

Socorro Gallardo 
 

 

 

Policy Council 

members Candy 

Davis and Socorro 

Gallardo address 

the parents at the 

End of the Year  

Picnic.  


